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9:00 am – Holy Communion—Chancel 

10:45 am – Advent 4 

Christmas Carols and Lessons  
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 
OPENING PRAYER & CONFESSION 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
 First Lesson  The Fall of Man 
 

HYMN  People Look East 
 Second Lesson To Us A Child Is Born 
 
HYMN  Lo He Comes With Clouds Descending 

 Third Lesson  Your Light Has Come 
 
ANTHEM Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 Fourth Lesson Mary’s Song 
 
HYMN  O Praise My Soul the Lord  
 Fifth Lesson  The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
 
HYMN  The Mighty God, the Lord Has Spoken 
 Sixth Lesson  The Birth of Jesus 
 
HYMN  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 Seventh Lesson The Angels Appear to the Shepherds 
 
ANTHEM All On A Silent Night 

 Eighth Lesson The Shepherds Glorifying God 
 
ANTHEM Still A Bach Lullaby 
 Ninth Lesson  The Word Became Flesh 
 
ANTHEM Sing We Now of Christmas 
 
MEDITATION     - Rev. John Paul Westin 
 
        (continued on next page) 

 

 

Prayer Chain:  Anthea Earle (652-6032) or bearlec603@rogers.com 

Anglican & Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

Dec. 18: Kilmore, Elphin & Aedagh (Armagh, Ireland), the Rt. Rev. Ferran 
Glenfield.  Archbishop Fred Hiltz, Primate, Anglican Church of Canada.  Diocese 
of Western Newfoundland, Archbishop Percy Coffin.  Diocese of Ho, Bishop 
Matthias Medadues-Badohu.  Diocese of Yukon, Carcross, Tagish & Johnson’s 
Crossing:  St. Saviour’s, Teslin:  St. Phillip’s, the Rev. Sarah Usher, Len Usher 
and the ministry team, Bishop Larry Robertson, Sheila & Family.  David, our 
Bishop, Claude, William, George and Harold, retired Bishops and their families. 
 
Prayers for the Churches in the Uptown Saint John area 

Stone Church, Saint John Vineyard, Church of St. Andrew & St. David 
 
Prayers for our Political Leaders 

Our Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau; Premier, Brian Gallant;  MP, Wayne Long; 
MLA, Ed Doherty; Mayor Don Darling and all those who work with them for the 
public good. 
 
Prayers for the Sick & Shut-in 

Rod Daley, George Eves, Pat Loring, Duddie Magee, Marion Mapplebeck, Elsie 
Mosher, Natalie Noseworthy, Kathleen Nunn, Michael Nunn 
 
Pray for our new Canadian Families 

Samir Ramadan, Wedad Ilias, Ruba Ramadan, Mohammad Ramadan, Maha 
Mara Touk, Samir Ramadan and baby Sam.  Also Maha’’s family:  Ghada Chems 
Alliden (mother), Omar Mara Touk (brother), Magham Girkas (sister-in-law) and 
their son Zyad (4). 
 

Our Envelope Offerings Last Week 

        Regular  Missions 

  Budgeted   $3,982.00 $872.00 
  Actual      1,963.00   477.00 

  Shortfall/Surplus   $2,019.00 $395.00 



 

 

THIS WEEK IN THE UPTOWN 

(the week of December 18-24, 2016) 
 

Sun.  12:00 pm Rehearsal for Nativity Play 
    6:30 pm Street Hope Worship - “Blue Christmas” 
 
Mon.    9:00 am Street Hope Prayer & Study - Library 
    9:00 am Stone Wash - Laundry Room 
 
Tue.    9:00 am Street Hope Prayer & Study - Library 
    9:00 am Stone Wash - Laundry Room 

  12:35 pm Alpha - Library 

    3:00 pm One Pot Cooking Course—2nd Floor, Trinity Centre 
 
Wed.    9:00 am Street Hope Prayer & Study - Library 
    9:00 am Stone Wash - Laundry Room 
 
Thu.    9:00 am Stone Wash - Laundry Room 
    2:00 pm English Language Café — 2nd Floor, Trinity Centre 
    4:00 pm Community Drop-in—2nd Floor, Trinity Centre 
 
Fri.    3:00 pm Ladies Group—2nd Floor, Trinity Centre 
    6:30 pm Street Hope Drop-in 
 
Sat.    4:00 pm Children’s Play and Communion 
    8:00 pm Christmas Eve Communion 
 
Sun.  10:45 am Holy Communion 
 
 
Donations Needed for Kitchen 
We are in need of new tea towels and dish cloths for the kitchen.  You may 

leave them with Pam in the office or in the kitchen. 
 
Handel’s Messiah - Trinity Church - Wednesday, 
December 21 at 7:00 pm.  Conducted by Spencer 
Belyea with professional vocal soloists:  soprano 
Jessica McCormack, contralto Heather Flemming, 
basso Paul Bustin, with visiting tenor Colin 
Frotten.  Advance ticket sales from the Imperial 
Theatre (674-4100). 

 

 

OFFERINGS HYMN  Your Kingdom Come On Bended Knee 

PRAYERS & THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

THE GRACE 

CLOSING HYMN When the King Shall Come Again  

    +         +         +         +         +         +         +         + 
Readings and Commentary for Advent 4 (Canon George Eves) 
This week we have our beautiful service of Carols and Lessons that follows the 
prophecies and fulfillment of those prophecies in the birth of Jesus.  Some of 
you may wish to continue to follow the readings in the lectionary that build 
towards the revelation that God himself visited the earth in the form of the new 
born baby in Bethlehem, who would grow to be the Messiah King long foretold. 
Below is an excerpt from George Eves’ helpful online commentaries on the 
Sunday readings.  You can access them online every week through the 
diocesan website. 
 
Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19, Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 1:18-25 

Challenged by two attacking armies, King Ahaz of Judah, apparently not 
quite believing Isaiah’s prophecy of victory for his troops, hesitates to ask for 
a confirming sign.  In response, a rather exasperated YAHWEH provides a 
sign himself:  a young woman, perhaps even a virgin, shall bear an 
extraordinary son named “God is with us” or Emmanuel, and before he even 
knows right from wrong the fortunes of the enemy will be reversed.  The 
Psalm is a plea to the Shepherd of Israel to put aside his anger with his 
sheep and shine his face upon them again.  Then his right hand man can go 
into action; then they will be saved and restored; then they will never again 
turn away from their God; then they will have life.  St. Paul begins his letter 
to the Romans by reminding them that they, as non-Jews, have especially 
benefited from his calling as apostle to the Gentiles.  The Gospel they have 

received was promised in the Jewish Old Testament prophecies about a 
Jewish Messiah, the Son of David.  Jesus not only fits this description, he 
was actually declared Son of God by his resurrection from the dead.  By 
grace they too have been welcomed into his now universal fold.  Matthew 
relates how Joseph is directed by an angel to follow through on his 
engagement to Mary because she is with child through an extraordinary act 
of the Holy Spirit.  In fact, the son she is carrying will save his people from 
their sins!  This birth by a virgin,  Matthew tells us, is actually the ultimate 
fulfillment of the promise of Emmanuel given through the prophet. 



 

 

 Join us for tea & coffee following the service 
by the kitchen at the back of the church.   

All are welcome. 
 
Nativity Play Practice Today 
We will be having a nativity play at the 4:00 pm service on Christmas Eve with a 
practice following this morning’s service for all those who would like to come. 
 
Blue Christmas Service 
Join us this evening at 6:30 pm for a service of comfort and inspiration this 
season.  Street Hope is hosting a Blue Christmas service for those who find 

Christmas a difficult time.  “This will be a celebration of hope and a time to 
remember.  A time to sit together and find comfort in the incarnation of the one 
who was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
 
Carol Sing-Along in King’s Square December 19 - 7:00-8:00 pm 
Join members of the Uptown Christian Churches in singing traditional 
Christmas Carols together by the bandstand in King's Square on Monday 
evening December 19.  Song sheets will be supplied.  Shop, sing and rejoice over 
Jesus' birth!  Organized by the Saint John Center Ministers' Association. 
 

Christmas Services - 2016 

 
Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 

4:00 pm Children’s Play and Communion 
  This service is for everyone but is focused on families with young 
  children.  It will be very short (under an hour) and will have a 
  short play about the birth of Jesus and opportunity for Holy  
  Communion, for those who cannot make it to another service. 
8:00 pm  Parish Communion 
  This is our ‘main’ worship gathering with sermon, lots of carols, 

  candle light and the birth of Jesus, the Light of the world, in the 
  very heart and center of us all! 
  (Book of Alternative Services, 90 mins.) 
 
Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day 

10:45 am  Holy Communion. 
  Carols, meditation and Communion according to the traditional 
  order of the Book of Common Prayer, 1 hour 
  (There will be no 9:00 am service on this Sunday) 

 

 

Noticing God (Study Book) 
It may seem a long time from now but we are planning to 
do a joint book study for Lent using the excellent little 
book Noticing God by Richard Peace.  The book runs 
about $12 and we need to know how many to order in 
advance.  If you are planning to attend would you please 
contact the church office and leave your name?  We can 
subsidize those who are unable to pay the full price.  
Below is a summary of the book to whet your appetite! 
 
Where is God?  How do we encounter God?  How do we 

know it is God we encounter and not some figment of our imagination?  Is it 
possible to know God in some sort of relational way?  Richard Peace believes it 

is.  But it requires a certain level of awareness, a certain discipline of the heart.  
Peace calls it the "spiritual discipline of noticing God."  In this book he unpacks 
what it means to make a conscious practice noticing God in daily life.  He 
explores the various ways people experience and recognize God's presence, 
including mystical encounters, ordinary daily life, within our hearts, through 
other people, through Scripture, nature and the church.  Throughout he returns 
to the question of discernment, helping you understand how you can know that 
it is indeed God you are meeting in each of these places, not just some fanciful 
figment of the imagination.  God is deeply present in our world, and you can 
actually encounter him.  Here's how... 
 
Christmas Exchange 
We will once again be assisting with Christmas dinner for those in our 
community.  Anyone wishing to donate funds to help 
provide this needed ministry is asked to designate 
“Christmas Baskets” on your offering envelope.  We are 
also in need of people to help deliver turkeys .  If you are 
able to assist with this please give Pam a call at the office 
(634-1474).  Thank you. 
 

New Year’s Day Worship With U2 at Saint John Vineyard, 6:00 pm 
On New Year’s Day we will offer a special Holy Communion service featuring the 
music of rock group U2 at Saint John Vineyard at 6:00 pm.  Lead singer Bono 
has been writing grace and gospel filled lyrics for decades, that often go under 
the cultural radar of people.  U2 songs fill people with hope without many 
realizing that hope comes from the band’s deep faith in Jesus.  This New Year’s 
Day we will bring those lyrics out front and center in our worship as our 
congregational hymns, spiritual songs and praises, helping us to begin our New 
Year in communion with God and one another.  John Paul will lead us in our 
worship. 


