
    Mission News – November 2018 
(please try to use prayer guides daily) 

 
MONDAY – Today, please remember and pray for our partnership in Ghana with 
the Rt. Rev.'d Matthias Medadues-Badohu, Bishop of the Diocese of Ho, our 
Companion Diocese. A third contingent of 120 Christian pilgrims recently left 
Ghana to go to Israel for a seven-day visit to some religious and historical sites. 
This was, however, the first time the government supported such a pilgrimage 
and they were accompanied by the Security Advisor to the President and the 
Minister of Chieftaincy and Religious Affairs. The pilgrims were urged to use the 
occasion “to renew their faith and strengthen themselves in the ways of God” and 
were also told “you are going at a critical time so pray for the peace of Ghana 
and for the President”. (The Ghanaian Times) Pray that such pilgrimages will be 
a means of awakening the nation to God’s steadfast love and faithfulness. 
 

TUESDAY – Remi & Tjandra Van Wermeskerken (Mission Aviation 
Fellowship, Suriname, South America) are rejoicing that Tjandra has found an 
opportunity to work as a counselor, and recently received another request to do 
trauma counseling. Remi is enjoying the MAF staff and is working hard on 
learning Dutch to ensure that he can effectively communicate and connect with 
the people there. Praise God that they are settling into life in Suriname and pray 
for safety as Remi flies indigenous missionaries to isolated areas to share the 
Gospel, as well as medical personnel and those requiring medical evacuation. 
The flights in Suriname are often longer than the flights he made in Papua New 
Guinea. He is also filling the Director of Maintenance role, so please pray for 
stamina and endurance for both of them. 

WEDNESDAY – Northern Clergy Families Fund Coordinator Sarah Usher 
writes the following: “A huge thank you to this parish (Stone Church) for their 
continued support of NCFF. It is so appreciated by those who receive funds 
within the Council of the North. The knowledge that others are praying and 
supporting us in our ministry uplifts us. We are blessed beyond measure-God is 
Good! Please continue to pray for all those in the Council of the North as many of 
us minister in remote/isolated areas under some very difficult conditions.”    
Sarah will be our Mission speaker on November 18th and we look forward to 
hearing first hand about the work of NCFF and the needs of our northern clergy. 

 

THURSDAY – Ann (Nathan) Elawa (Power to Change, Vancouver) is now 
involved with The Life Project, Power to Change’s mentoring program on the 
web. Please pray that God will give Ann the concentration and understanding she 
needs to mentor hurting, searching people online and to more effectively do the 
background tasks that support their volunteer mentors. On a personal level, 
please pray for a suitable new home for the Elawas (their building was sold), 
more prayer and financial supporters, safety and provision for Nathan’s mother 
and siblings in Nigeria and Ann’s parents in Moncton, and for Ann and Nathan as 



they minister to several close friends who have lost family members or received 
unexpected medical diagnoses. (News Flash: Elawas have moved to a new 
home just blocks from their former home.) 
 
FRIDAY – Laurence & Peggy Epp (ReachAcross, Calgary) were encouraged 
at Laurence’s recent 2-year post- transplant check-up when he was told he 
doesn’t need to return for one year. His childhood immunizations, required after  
a stem cell transplant, will be completed this fall and then they will be free to 
travel overseas. Please continue to pray for good health for both of them and 
God’s timing and direction regarding future trips to visit with their many Muslim 
friends in the Middle East. They are praising God for the numerous Muslim 
contacts they have made in Calgary and would appreciate our prayers for 
wisdom and grace as they encourage their Muslim friends to attend an Alpha-like 
course at their church and an English class at a (Christian) Friendship Center. 
 
SATURDAY – Rod & Lisa BrantFrancis (Parish of Tyendinaga ON, All Saints 
Church) continue to faithfully serve in their parish and are thankful for the 
present harmony and unity among members of the congregation. Please be in 
prayer for their future support needs as the Diocesan contribution to their stipend 
ends this month. Pray that God will move the hearts of the congregation to 
sacrificial giving. Pray, too, for Rod’s father in Newfoundland who requires 
housing that is more suited to meeting his current health and social needs. Other 
ongoing prayer requests are for a music leader, the outreach to those residing in 
special care homes and to shut-ins, children’s outreach and the Ontario 
Diocesan Synod taking place this month 
 
SUNDAY – Canon Paul Jeffries (Bishop McAllister School, Uganda) wrote us 
the following on Oct 20th, “Great to hear from you! School is doing well. 
Government exams are written in October and November. We had Bishop 
Johnson (new Bishop of West Ankola) visit the school a couple of days back, to 
dedicate the candidates. A big event that had everyone excited. We have made 
amazing progress on the library. We are just finishing ring beams of the upper 
floor. Paul” 
Important as academic excellence, strong social and interpersonal skills and 
prowess in sports are for the students at Bishop McAllister, please pray, above 
all, for the spiritual growth and development of these young people, many are 
orphans. Praise God for Paul and for the staff who are investing their lives in 
these precious children.   
 
 
Additional Prayer: Please continue to pray for Asia Bibi, mother of 5, in prison 
In Pakistan for her faith and for Robert McCulloch trying to secure her release. 


