
 

 

The Holy Spirit Brings Us Gifts 

When Jesus returned to the Father he asked the Father to 
send the promised Spirit, as a gift to his Church.  When the 
Holy Spirit comes he always comes bearing gifts, primarily 
himself, but also specific gifts that enable the followers of Je-
sus to act as Jesus acted, as Jesus' Body on earth. Saint 
Paul speaks about some of these gifts in his first letter to the 
Christians in Corinth:  "And God has appointed these in the 
church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after 
that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, 
varieties of tongues" (1 Cor. 12:28). 
 
As we conclude our series on the Seven Signs (Miracles) of Jesus we prepare 
to move into a new study on the Gifts of the Spirit that enable the Body of 
Christ to continue to be about the mission purposes of God in Christ in the 
world.  We are calling this series "The Seven Gifts of the Spirit: The Pentecos-
tal Life" because they are an important part of what began when the Holy 
Spirit was poured out upon the Church on the day of Pentecost (see Acts 2).  
We look forward to deepening our understanding of these gifts of the Spirit 
so that we might not only know more about them but be encouraged to put 
into action God's gifts for our own joy and the benefit of the world which God 
loves so much (John 3:16,17). 
 
Stone Church Library Book Review - i am n Inspiring Stories of  
Christians Facing Islamic Extremists 

Think being a Christian is tough in our culture?  It can be, but 
read about Kazim in Pakistan, Amal in Israel, or Ruth and Ar-
mando in the Philippines.  Given a chance to renounce Christ 
and be free, they stood firm and continued to tell other people 
about Jesus who set them free.  “N” refers to Nazarene, a term 

used to identify Christians in some countries.  This Voice of the 
Martyrs publication is an eye opener to what our brothers and 
sisters in many countries experience daily. 

      - reviewed by Linda Fleming 
 

Stone Mission Statement 
We are a community of followers of Jesus Christ called 
to spiritual growth, building one another up, and shar-

ing the love of God in the wider community. 
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